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What is

Kealaikahiki?




Kealaikahiki (the path to Kahiki/
Tahiti) is an ancestral “sea road™
that forms a heritage corridor
connecting Hawai'i and the Kahiki
Homeland.

This corridor has multiple access points, similar to on-

ramps and off-ramps, with optimal times and
conditions for sailing.

Click on one of the location spotlights to learn more.
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Situated on the Hawai'i side of the heritage
corridor is the island of Kaho'olawe.

Kealaikahiki is the name of the channel on
the northwest side of the island, as well as
the point on its southwestern tip — and
both directly align with the Kealaikahiki sea
road.
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Kahiki is a traditional
reference to the regional
homeland of the Hawaiian
people.

The Kahiki Homeland includes
the Society Islands, Tuamotu
Archipelago, and the
Marquesas Islands of French
Polynesia, and may generally
refer to other closely-related
island groups as well.

Click on the location spotlight to learn more.
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Contemporary voyagers have described for
decades how the Hokule'a is consistently drawn
into the same pocket of islands, seemingly
beyond the control of the navigators and crew.

Kealaikahiki
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Ticahay Fakarava

This conspicuous cluster of atolls is referred to as
Pae Tuamotu - it includes Matahiva, Tikehau, and
Rangiroa, with other culturally significant islands like
Fakarava in very close proximity.




How does Kealaikahiki

connect us?




_ Hawai'i - Tahiti Connections

Connections between Hawai'l and Tahiti are
reflected in a variety of ways:

Stories &
Songs

Jd

Royal

Language Lineages

D

Click on one of the topics to learn more.




Traditional stories, or mo’olelo, provide a
wealth of ancestral accounts of two-way
voyaging between Hawai'i and Tahiti.

+ Mo'ikeha, Pele, Pa'ao, and Pili are chiefly voyagers whose
epic journeys and legendary feats have been recounted for
generations through story, song, and dance.

« Sailing northward after departing Kahiki, navigator-priest
Kamahualele sees the southeastern coastline of Hawai'
Island and offers a compelling mele that is now a classic in
Hawaiian literature, Eia Hawai'i. The opening lines proclaim:

Eia Hawai'i, he moku, he kanaka
Behold Hawai'i, an island, a man

He kanaka Hawai'i e, he kanaka Hawai'i
Hawai'i is a man!

B e Kahiki Eia Hawai'i (Behold Hawai'i)

A child of Tahiti y Copyright Herb K. Kane, LLC




Ancestral place names
. conspicuously recur throughout
Polynesia, serving as markers along

an oceanic road map.

Tokelau

Uporu/ Kupo ru/ "Upol
- Tonga/To'a/Kona
- Fiji/Viti/ Tahiti/Kahiki
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The royal families of Hawai'i and Tahiti share
common ancestors originating from the Ulu/
Nanaulu chiefly lines. In the 19th century, the
Kamehameha and Pomare Dynasties
corresponded with each other expressing
mutual support as Polynesian allies and royal

Pomare |
counterparts.

Today, that relationship continues through a

cultural-educational partnership established in

a declaration signed by Kamehameha Schools
~and heirs of the royal Pomare family.

LR [

Bernice Pauahi Bishop Aimata Pomare IV
Vahine-o-Punuateraitua
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Where can | explore these

connections?
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Ka'iwakiloumoku
Pacific
Indigenous
Institute

Holomoana

Continue exploring the
Hawai'i-Tahiti connection

with these resources:

Bishop
Museum

13.



Kﬂi“’;}k 1 tOll]‘[‘]Oku \ ABOUT  KATWAKILOUMOKL MOANAMUAAKEA ~ HO'OIUNA  COLLECTIONS — CONTACT

MOANANUIAKEA The vact Pacific Ocean is the Largest feature on earth named by humans other
than the esrth itself,

TO MOANANUIAKER

BACK

‘AHA MOANANUIAKEA EDUCATION VISION
fluence and impact that serves a2 8 plobal educatianal camvas for FRENCH POLYNESIA

The Pacific, the ancestral

the highest e

Hawai i and the following Pacific regions

14.



Holomoana is a Native Hawaiian place of learning for ' Ho‘ 0” 04”4

voyagers of the world. Developed by Kamehameha Schools
for teachers and students, Holomoana is dedicated to the
perpetuation of the voyaging legacy of our ancestors.

Holomoana Lessons and Activities
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