FROM THE ARCHIVES

READING THE CLOVDS
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A Navigator c1|wcy5 looks for signs of weather at sunset and
sunrise. Generally, at sunrise and sunset you try to predict the
weather for the next 12 hours.

Today | see strong evidence in the clouds of a change in the
weather from what we have experienced in the last two to
three days. Looking to the east off the beam of the canoe [see
photo], | see various complicated towering high cloud masses,
which are the remnants of the squalls that we went through
last night. Yesterday and the day before | looked out and saw
actual squc”s there; fodoy there are no squc”s evident.

You can't really predict the weather, as Mau taught me, from
a single snapshot like this. You have to observe changes over

time. In this case, | see a change from seeing squalls off the
starboard yesterday to this view today where there are no
active squalls. The wind definitely feels stronger today and |
can see wind wavelets on the surface of the ocean. The wind is
also coming from the normal direction of the southeast trades,
so | can presume that the trades are reasserting themselves.

~ Nainoa Thompson

View from Hokule'a's beam: Towering cumulus clouds



















